Mexico 2003

The Mission That Gave to Us





Kelly and Margarita DaPonte

After experiencing World Youth Day 2002 with a group of other youth from our parish, we decided to share our Catholic faith with a different culture by visiting Piedras Negras, Mexico through a missionary trip. With great faith and determination, eleven of us joined together to raise funds for our trip. We received continued support and donations from our parish community.

In preparation for our trip, we met various times to plan, meditate and pray for the success of our mission. After these meetings we decided to give into the notion that we would give everything and expect nothing. We didn’t know where we were going to stay, what we were going to do, how we were going to do it; but we knew why we were going. We were going to share the Word and work of God as His disciples. Together, we would give of ourselves unselfishly in order to receive His continued grace.

On August 4th 2003, our dream became a reality. The eleven of us set off on a journey that would unexpectedly change our lives. Looking back, we can now see that from the moment we left Toronto, we were held in the palms of God’s hands. No matter how much we planned and prepared for our mission, God has already set His plan into motion.

We left as eleven, and as eleven overcame many obstacles that could have become grave situations. Our group experienced life and death situations, financial setbacks, physical exhaustion, emotional stress, unnaturally high temperatures and language barriers. Yet our spirits were always kindled and uplifted by the people we coexisted with for two weeks. We never imagined that complete strangers would touch and impact us so deeply with their strong faith, love and unending generosity.

A constant thought we had in our midst was whether or not we would leave a lasting impression on the people of Piedras Negras. Instead they touched us. They sketched their faith, devotion and love in our hearts.

God has just begun painting His masterpiece in Piedras Negras and our souls.

